Video Notes: Spanish Armada
· On July 30, 1588 the world’s largest fleet headed towards England. Weather, luck, and a special weapon would change history.
· An English watchman spotted the Spanish Armada as it arrived and a series of beacon fires were lit to alert the people.
· Philip I of Spain dispatched his Spanish Armada in 1588. Philip heard about the execution of Catholic Queen of Scotland, Mary. To him Elizabeth I, the Queen of England, was to blame.
· Philip believed that to be a good king he had to first be a good Catholic.

· Philip considered it his Catholic duty to spread Catholicism across the world following the Protestant Reformation. He wanted to spread the faith from France and the Netherlands to the Americas.

· The one obstacle to spreading Catholicism was England’s Queen Elizabeth I, who made England a strong Protestant nation.

· Earlier in his life, Philip was married to Elizabeth’s sister, Mary Tudor. After her death, Philip offered to marry Elizabeth. She sent him a case of cannon balls and refused to marry him.

· Elizabeth became Philip’s main enemy. Her navy privateered Spanish treasure galleons and she supported uprisings against Philip.

· In February 1588 Elizabeth ordered the beheading of Mary Queen of Scots. Philip vowed revenge. With the support of the Pope, Philip began a Crusade against Protestant England.

· Philip began to build an enormous armada that spread for over two miles. His fleet was the largest navy in the world.

· Philip had a two-part plan to attack England. He sent his armada to the coast while a land force marched through the Netherlands (which he controlled) into France. From there his men would cross the English Channel into England.

· The Duke of Medina Sidonia was put in command of the invasion. On February 9, 1588 the plan was put into action.

· Many Catholic priests also accompanied the fleet to convert the English to Catholicism.

· The Duke led from the ship, the St. Martin, and the ships began the 800-mile voyage to England.

· After only 20-days, on June 19, 1588, the Spanish Armada faced the most serious storm ever seen in that area. Food and water were also bad. On July 22, 1588 the Armada returned to Spain. 

· In the name of the Catholic faith the Duke new that he could not fail.

· Queen Elizabeth prepared and awaited the arrival of the Spanish when she got word about the storm.
· The English admirals had 90 ships at Plymouth. They hoped to stop the Armada could meet up with the ground forces. The English also had another 30 ships stationed at the Downs to prevent an invasion from France.

· Sir Francis Drake proposed an offensive action against the Spanish while it was weak from the storms. Elizabeth rejected his proposal.

· The Duke of Sidonia once more set out from Spain, shouting “forward in God’s name.”

· Twelve days later, the Spanish Armada was spotted and beacon fires were lit. It was now only 30-miles away from England.

· On July 31, 1588 the English sent 40 ships from Plymouth towards the Spanish fleet and they snuck behind the armada.

· English Lord Howard fired a single shot into the fleet as a formal declaration of war.

· The Spanish ships were in tight crescent formation. Howard and Drake hoped to pick off the Spanish ships one by one.

· The first battle lasted 4-hours and the armada remained intact.

· The Spanish ships were large and strong while the English ships were fast and light.

· The Spanish fleet arrived in Calais, France. Sidonia was on the verge of invading England. He hoped to make England Spanish by the end of the year.

· When the Spanish arrived in Calais he received a message that the Spanish army was still 2-weeks away. The fleet was now vulnerable and without supplies. The English were well supplied and had high morale but they knew they had to attack and succeed quickly.

· Howard and Drake came up with a solution, to send in fire ships to the Spanish Armada. Once the unmanned ships arrived at the Spanish fleet they would ignite the Spanish ships and the gunpowder would explode. Drake hoped this could destroy the fleet.

· Eight fire ships floated towards the Spanish. The Spanish broke their formation and fled. Now disorganized, the English planned to pick off the Spanish ships one at a time.

· The Battle of Gravelines occurred when Drakes flagship the Revenge directly attacked Sidonia’s flagship, the St. Martin. The Duke’s ship was badly damaged and the Spanish fleet traveled back to help. The English sank one Spanish ship after another.

· The English lost 60 men but no ships. Spanish lost 4,000 with 4,000 wounded and dozens of ships sunk.

· Sidonia ordered a retreat around the British Isles.

· Three days later Philip received word of the defeat and he was devastated.

· England rejoiced at the victory. Elizabeth was excited.

· As the Spanish Armada returned to Spain it hit many storms in the North Sea. Some ships ran aground along Scotland. Elizabeth ordered armies to apprehend any Spaniards on shore in Scotland.

· Of the 130 ships of the Spanish Armada, more than 1/2 of the ships were lost [The movie states 2/3 of the ships were lost].
· Duke of Sidonia was forgiven by Philip for the defeat but the Spanish people never did.

· This was a turning point in history because it marked a shift in global power from the Spanish to the English. 
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